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iE Flentiful Conveniencies 
in this' butward Wor'd, 
caſt ſuch a Splendor on the 
MNatural Man, thut they 
are apt to hurry us into a 
I. port after the Poſſeſ- 
nion of them. W 


And when an Intereſt in them is gain'd, 


it gives a great Byaſs to the Soul, and a 
ſecret turn of Inclination to what is 4epre- 


ſented as advantageous or delightful. 


1 Hence 


(4) 

Hence ariſes a ſtrong Impreſſion on Mars 
Nature, to ſeek for Ga: But, the Cor- 
ruption of the ſame Nature is ſuch, that it 
makes every thing about it ſeem good. 
 Whereby it comes to paſs, that many run 
an un- ſatisfied courſe of Life, thro* divers 
changes of Things, ſeemingly good; and 
moſt chooſe the leſſer good, for the bet- 
ter, and very often down right Evil fair 


Thus, very many now 3 by impro- 
ving the FalPn-Starte inſtead of getting out 
of it, dwell in the midft of falſe Lights and 
falſe Appearances, rais'd by that great In- 

chanter, the Prince of Darkneſs, and are 
ſweetly held in the Serpentine Embraces of 


Falſe Lovers, as in Nets and Bands —— DP 


bound in Chains of Darkneſs — Yet hur- 
ned by the Powers of Darkneſs they know 


not how, nor why, on whither. 


Such poor Souls are v little Phil 
phers , and leſs 1 


<2 


Nevertheleſs, Mens Underſtandings com 
monly lead dem as read ily to believe that 


their Sow!s are immortal, as that they have 
any Exiſtence at all. 


And 


hz, 

And tho many be not ſo wiſe as to di- 
ſtinguiſn aright between their Soult and 
their Bodies, or tell what kind of Thing 
that is, that they commonly call the Soul: 
Yet they are ſtrongly inclin'd to believe that 
ſome part of em ſhall ſurvive the other: 
And all Nations have conſented in this 
Belief. JE 


The Saule of ſome Men conſtantly exer- 
cifing themſelves about Bodily and Material 
things, and converſing only with what is 
fenfible, are apt to acquire ſuch deep Stamps 
of Material — to themſelves, that 
they can hardly imagine their own Being to 

be any other, than Material — and ſo be- 
come Earthly and Senſual — tho? ir be in- 
conſiſtent with their Nature. 


But there are other Men who have ſo well 
meditated the Powers and Operations of 
their own Sozls, and ſo ſufficiently abſtract- 
ed em by Contemplation; that they can 
clear and evident proofs, fetcht from their 
oyn Experience, know, that their Soul are 
both ' :mmaterial and immortal, and of a 
Divine Original. . 


et us then confider a Soul 
Not 


(6) 

Not ſuch an one as is immers'd into the 
Body, having contracted unreaſonable De- 
fires and Palſions after the Muck and Pollu- 
tons of this World — 


But, ſuch an one, as hath caſt away theſe, 
and as little as may be, communicates with 
the Body — 


Fot ſuch a One will ſufficiently manifeſt 
that all Vice is unnatural to the Soul, and 
— earn'd from abroad: And that 
the beſt Wiſdom — and all Vertues lodge 
in a purged Soul, as being allyed to it. 


If therefore ſuch a Soul ſhall reflect, how 
ſhall it nor appear to it ſelf to be of ſuch a 
kind of Nature, as Divine? 


For Wiſdom and true Vertzue being Divize 


emanations, can never enter into any unhal- 
lowed and morral thing. 


It muſt needs therefore be Diviae, ſeeing 
it is filld with a Divine Nature, by its 
C onfanguinity. 


Whoever then amongſt us is ſuch 2 
One, differs but little in his Soul, from 
an Angelical Eſſence and that little is 


from 


C23 


from his preſent inhabitation in a Body — 


Happy were it, if every Man were of chis 
raiſed Temper. 


But the Vulgar ſort of Men beholding 
the Souls of the ＋ 10 ſo Worldly, 
Senſual and Deformꝰ'd with Vice and Wick- 
edneſs, they cannot think of the Soul as 
—_— 1— Divine. Fay _ want 
of knowledge, cannot judge of things, as 
they are in their own naked Eſſences, with- 


out regard to what extra- eſſentiall ad- 
heres. F 


' Foraſinuch then as the & vie of a Man is 
valtly different from the IA = 
dwells — And there is no grea _ 


in Nature, chan the Union betwix: the 
and Body. 


. 
that they ſhou'd be thus affixed to one 
another? 


If we conſider wherein conſiſts the Being 
of a Body, and wherein that of a Soul, and 


then compare them , the matter will be 


But I ſhall here give the Body the ſlip — 


And as for the Being of our Souls, if we 


reflect upon our ſelves, we ſhall find that 

all our &nowledge of them comes to this, 
that we are Beings conſcious to our ſelves of 
ſeveral kinds of Thoughts, 


By our outward Senſes we apprehend 


Sphere of Imagination, and in the Sublime 
Powers, we apprehend things that never 
paſt thro the Channels of Sexſe. 


But that which makes many 
themſelves, that there is ſo much difficulty 
in knowing what their Soul is — ?Tis that 
they never raiſe their thoughts beyond ſen- 


ble things, and that they are ſo accuſtomed 
to conſider nothing but by zmagination, 


which is a patticular manner of thinking on 
material chings, that whatſoever is not im 


Bodily things, and diſcourſe of em in the 


perſwade 


account o 


(9) 


ginable ſeems to them not intelligible 


ſo that accord ing to them, there is nothing 
in the Under ſtanding, which was not firſt in 
the Senſe — Yer it is certain that the Ideas 
of God and of the Soul never were — 


The outward Senſes aſſure us of nothing but 
their Objecte. But illuminated Reaſon di- 
Qates, that all our Sublime Ideas ought to 
have ſome grounds of Truth. 


What! ſhou'd concern my Soul to cauſe 
it to be ſo bufie in thoughts about divers 
things without my ſelf, when I obſerve no- 


thing in em, to render em Superiour to 


me — rather dependencies on the inferiour 
part tes Nature; fo that I make no great 
em. : 4 . 


For I cou'd find no Idea of a Being among 


dem more perfect than my own — Eſpecially 
ſince I have learn'd to 2h:#k and depend on 


ſome Being more perfect than I, and alſo 


am made to know evidently tis of the moſt 


perfect Nature. 
Surely I ſhall not appear in the Eyes of ju- 


| dicious Perſons herein to be very vain — 


Fot more than ſo, I was followed into a 


(10 
deep Retirement within my ſelf, where I 
perceiv'd that my Sou with all its Powers 
and Capacities was put into me by God, 
whoſe glorious Perfection: ſo inlarg'd and 


fill'd 'em, that there were no Ideas form'd 


or impreſt Let I came to know on whom 


I depended, and from whom I had gotten { 


all that I had — 


| Thus I have followed on to know God, 


and have learn't to value my ſelf by m 
Soul, and not by my Body, I have alle 


attain d to know, that I am a Suhſtance, 


whoſe Eſſence or Nature hath need of no 
certain place, nor d on any 
thing. — So that this Me, to wit, My Saul, 


is wholly diſtin& from the Body; and al- 
tho' that were not, it wou'd not therefore 


ceaſe to be what it is. 
There is a manifeſt diſtintion between the 


Soul and the Body, and an Pvident Suprema- 


cy and Dominion, which the Soul hath. 


vation of our Bodies, that our Soul ſhou'd 


be acquainted with *em: And indeed the Bo- 


dy is fo contrivd, and ſo united to the 
Soul, chat it might have a ſpeedy acceſs at 


The 
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The Sou! apart from the Body, is an AQ 
of Life, inviſible, indiviſible, all Vital: — 


Life in its Eſſence and Subſtance , that it 
can never dye. 


It has ſuch a power of Life, that all 
workings of Lie lie in it. RN 
God created Man to be Immortal, and 
made him to be an Image of his own Eter- 
nity. Wiſdom 2. 23. ST 


The Body is a dead Lump of Earth, made 


up of many Parts, one without another. 


Now if we confider theſe Two apart, in 
the Difference and Contrariety of their Na- 


tures, who wou?d imagine, that theſe Two 
_ cow?d be united, ſo, as to become One Per- 


ſon, and live one Life. 


Yet fo it is, One Perſon ſubſiſts in both 
Parts; or, both Parts ſubſiſt together in One 


f * Perſon, and by that Unity of P erſon, muy 


ally, One in another. 


The Sox! receives into it Gif all Impreti- 
_- made upon the Body, and is ſenfible of 


B 2 The 


(12) 


Jointly concur, ani meer in every AQ, 


Yet, 'tis the Sou alone that can form De- 
ſigns, and draw up a Plot of Means anſwer- 


able thereto, and Paſs it into a free Vote, 
from its own Conſenting Powers — And all 


the while uſe his Body (notwithſtanding the 
reluctancy of ite Nature) only as an Inſtru- 
ment to ſerve his /t and Pleaſure. 


Whereſoever then the Higher Powers pre- 
vail not; bur are vanquiſn't by the impetu · 


ouſneſs of ſenſual Afe#;ons and inordinate 


Paſſions, it muſt happen to em thro' their 


own negleQ — for even here twill be grant- 
ed that the Soul can, by aQting upon it ſelf, 


draw forth ſome latent Energy to enable it 
to appeaſe all thoſe Seditions and Mutinies, 
and bring under thoſe Rebellious Motions 


chat ariſe from the Animal Powers, and ſo 


Tame the out ward Man. 


It is generally agreed, chat there are ſome 


more noble Powers in the Soul, than thoſe 
by which it accommodates it ſelf to the Bo- 


dy, and ſo converſeth with External Things. 


Here 


The Body receives the Motions of the Soul, 
and is movꝰd with the Senſe of them; both 


—— eco 
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Here ſome Perſons obſerving no propor- 
tion between their intellectual Powers, and 
external Objefs, and mindleſs of all their 
own Notions from innate Ideas, ſuck in ea- 
gerly ſuch variety of ſenſible Objects, and 
therewith ſuch a confuſed Knowledge of Ex- 


ternal Things, as both confound and debauch 


And in this caſe if you attend on the Voice 
of others, be cautious in your liſtening ; 
leſt you are put upon with Speculatians ga; 
ther d by the Senſes, which will only entan- 
gle your mind with many contradictions and 


clamorous Diſputes, which the divided 
Tongues of the World wou'd paſs upon you 
Inſtead of Truth and true Knowledge. 


I think no one does better than He that 


continues to employ his Life% time in cul- 


tivating his Soul, and advancing as far as 


he can in the Knowledge of Truth. 


There is nothing I know more ſweet and 
innocent than to accuſtom the Mind to nou- 


Tiſh it felt with Truth, therefore I receive 
nothing for true, but what I evidemly kiiow 
in the Goſpel, and admit nothing more into 


my Judgment, but what fo clearly ad di- 
. Linaly 


(14) : 
ſtinctly preſents it ſelf to my Mind, that I 


can have no reaſon to doubt but that tis the 


Divine Power of the Holy Spirit. 
This will prevent falſe Reaſoning. 


For the AQ of Reaſon by which ſome be- 
lievea thing, is different from that, where- 


by we know that we believe: For the one 
is often without the other. 


I muſt confefs, I value much thoſe ſoft 
Szegeſtions, and pleaſant Inſinuations, which 
have crept into my Sox! without the Conſent 
of my Regſor. 5 


Nevertheleſs I know that long Exerciſes, 
frequent and deep reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and often reiterated Meditations, are 


neceſſary to accuſtom us to live on things 


inviſible. 


I feel a ſecret earneſt defire in me to learn 


to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſbood; and to 
ſee clearly into my own Soul, that I may 


paſs thro? this Life with aſſurance and Di- 5 


vine Pleaſure. 


I am therefore very cautious how I fol- 
low other Men's Opinions in ſearch after 


Truth 


| 
| 


*% ww my 


* 


e 


and Soul! of Divine Truth, as mixing and 
unit ing it ſelf with it; while vulgar minds 


( 15) 


Trath, which is hard to be diſcoverd, know- 


ing withall that plurality of Vorces is no 
ſure proof- 


I reverence Divinity, and pretend to Hea- 
ven as much as any man,— But having learnt 
as a moſt certain Truth, that the way to it, 
is no leſs oper to the moſt Ignorant, than to 
the molt Learned; and that thoſe Revealed 
Truths, which lead thither, are beyond our 
Uzderſtanding. | 


I durſt not ſubmit to the weakneſs of my 
Reaſon: But thought, that to undertake to 
examine them, and to ſucceed in it, requird 


ſome extraordinary Affiſtance from Heaven, 


and ſomewhat more than Man. 


' There is a Divine and Spiritual Senſe be- 
longing to the Spirit of Man, which onl 


is able to converſe internally with the Life 


behold only the Body and outſide of rhe 
Sozl, which makes em to deny that very 
Truth, which they ſeem to entertain. The 
World thre Wiſdom knows not God. 


The great Diſputers of this World are 


too full of Nice and empty Speculations, to 


(16) 
know Him, who is only to be diſcern'd by 
a pacate, humble, and ſelf denying Mind. 


Criſtianity is a knowledge taught by 
God — A Light that deſcends from Heaven, 


which only is able to guide and conduct the 
Souls of Men to Heaven, from whence it 
comes. 


The Prixciple of dir inn Religion is an | 


influx from 
—_— 


And this is the great Deſſen and Plot of 
the Goſpe/, to open and unfold to us the 
true way of recourſe to God. 


od upon the minds of good 


A Contrivance for the uniring the Souls | 
of Men to Him, and the deriving 2 partici- = 


pation of God to Men, to bring in Ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs; and to eltabliſh the 


true Tabernacle of God in the Spirits of 


Men. 


Herein conſiſts the main pre-eminence, 


which the Goſpe! hath above the Law; in 
that, it ſo clearly unfolds the Way and Me- 
thod of uniting human Nature to Divinity. 


The Glory of the Deity, and Salvation of 


} 


md £6: «© _ a« 1. 
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|| up to the day of Redemp 


7 


Wiſdom 1. 5. 


(17). 


Men are not allayed by their Union one with 
another, but both exa/red together in the 


moſt tranſcendent way —in that Divine 
Love and Bounty ate — Rulers in 
Heaven and Earth. ” 


We are taught that the mild and gentle 
Breathings of the Divine Spirit ate moving 
up and down in the World to produce Life, 


and to revive and quicken the Souls of Men 


into a — Senfe of a — Inmor- 
tality. | | 


This is that Almig ” Spirit, that n if 
ply'd with, Teach ax all things, even 
che Alien things of God — And — * all 
the Luſts of rebellious Fleſh — And Sea! us 
tion. But the Ho- 


Spirit of Diſcipline removes far from 
boughts that are without Underſtanding, 


No, I hope, we are in ſome meaſure 
ualiged to take the Holy Bible into our 
nds, and with great Reverence let us 


look up to the Father of Lights to direct 
and bleſs the labour of our E Minds. For 


none, but the Soul enlight ned from above, 
can Julge * * Len Doltrines. : 


"0 - SECT. 


7 their Excellencies and -Glories in renewed, 
are entertained there 


SECT. I 


W came the Scriptzres ? By the I 1 
28 of the Holy Gboft. 4 


How are the Scriptures to be known and 


ſame Bleſſed Spirit. 
That Mind, which is not touck't with an 


inward Senſe of the ro Fe can- 
— = - 


not eſtimate the true 
em. 


But when Divine Wiſdom onte i iſplays 


ed Son 
—— Love and Delgh, 


 Thetefore untill the Bleſſed Spire Truth 
comes in Power, and ſweetly inſinnutes the 


underſtood? But by the Inſpiration of the 


— _ 
- 


ot of Droine Knowledge i imo out Under- + 


- 


Ow 
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(19) 
ftandings, we have both the opening and 
hiding at once of the Divine Truth offered 
to us. gi OE 


For the Lerrer is, as the Lartices in the 
Canticles, thro which Jeſus Chriſt looks 
forth; They darken as well as diſcover.” 


Thus while Light and Darkneſs are ming - 
led, all things appear various, and variouſly 
diſturb the Minds of Men, ynto irreconcila- 


ble Diviſions and Ennities. 


Men exalt their own Darkneſs as Divine 


_ Light, while they find ſame undliſtinguiſh't 


glimmerings of Light in their Darkneſs. 


Others diſpute and fight againſt theſe 
Men, becauſe Darkneſs is mingled with 
their Light. 6 


Thus every where, there wants the gen- 
tle Refiner, the Bleſſed 2 of Love, to 
take the rude Oar, the Heart of Man, into 


his Hand and Furnace; that He may with 


his care, and ill and Eire ſeparate the 


Gold from the Droſs; ſo as not to looſe the 


ſmalleſt grain, tho' mixt with the greateſt 


quantity of Earth, 


C 2 We 


(20) 

We are not able to behold Truth in its 
own native beauty and luſtre, while out 
| Reaſon hath contratted ſuch an intimacy and 
familiarity with our ſenſes, which ſpread a 
dark vail of mortality upon all the Faculties 


For fince Man's Fall from God, the in- 
ward virtue and vigour of Regſon is ſo much 
ãbated, that thoſe Principles which were 
firſt engraven upon Man's Heart with an 
Almighty Finger, are now, as the Chara - 
Sers of ſome ancient Monuments, not clear 


| Therefore, becauſe the Truth of Natural 
Inſcription is almoſt worn out; the Bleſſed 


God hath provided the Truth of Divine Re- | 


velation, which diſcovers the way of our Re- 
turn to God, from whom we are fallen. — 


And this Truth, with the Effects and Pro. 
duſtions of it in the Minds of Men, the Holy 
Scriptures are wont to ſet forth under the 

Name of Grace, as proceeding meerly from 

the free Bounty and over-flowings of the 

J %% 


n en e 
 paſhons to Mankind, is pleas d to „ 


„„ c 


(21) 


his Secrets, and bring to Light, Life and 


Immortality, by Revealing his Son, (who 
lay in his Boſom from all Eternity) to reach 
us his Mill, and declare His Mind to us. 


If we come well prepar'd to look into 
God's holy Book, we {ſhall behold Light 


breaking forth, "like the Eye-lids of the 


Morni ſpreading its Wings gver the Ho- 
riæon of our Souls, to guide into the way 
of Peace. | 


3 ſhall diſcern the Spirit of Liſe enter 
into our Hearts, there Revealing the 
ee, that Eye hath not ſeen, and Ear not 


heard, and which have not enjer'd i into the 


| Heart of Man. 


The Bleſſed Spirit then is both the Prin- 
ciple of the External Revelation, as having 
Inſpir*d the Scriptures, which toreſhew this 
Glory — And of the Internal Revelation alſo, 
to Enligbten blind Minds, chat wou'd other- 
wiſe never be able to ſee afar off. 


Therefore call'd the Spirit of Wiſdom and 


Revelation, by which the Fes of the Under- 


ſtanding are enlightened to know the Hope 


of that Calling — and rhe Riches of the 


Glory of his inheritance among the Saints. 
But, 


(223 


But, this Internal Diſcovery is made by 


the mediation and interveniency of the Ex- 
ternal: Therefore having that before our 
Eyes, We are to apply our Minde to the 
Study and Conſideration of it: And in that 
way to expect the Free 1//umination of the 
Holy Spirit. PR. 


The Diſpenſation of the Goſpe! is God's 
Power unto Salvation : The Seal, by which 
He impreſſes his Image: The Glaſs, thro? 
which His Glory ſhines to the 
Souls into the ſame likeneſs. 


We have it Proclaim'd from Heaven, that 
Pawer belongeth to God, Pſal. 62. 11. God 
bath ſpoken once, twice have I heard this, 
that Power belongeth unto God. 


o Lord! I have beard thy Speech and waz afraid: 


 OLordyevive thy workin the midſt of the years: 


In the midſt of the years make unis 


wrath remember Mercy God came 
The holy One — Hzs Glory cover d the 


Power, Habak. Ch. 3. 


changing of 


Heavens, and the Earth was full of his 
Praiſe —— And His brightneſs was as the 
ght —— And there was the hiding of his 


(23): 
Feſws Chrift is ſaid by the Word of bis 
| Power to uphold all things; He beareth up- 
on his Boſom all his own Births: And 3 


only with an immediate Repoſe do all Hearts 


find Reſt. 


Ils not the Word of God the REP 
Seed? Are not Souls begotten by that N 


to be the firſt Fits of his Creatures? 
it not 2 or Print, 4 _ - 
vine Impreſſions are put upon t 2 : 
Inftrument, by which He Sanftifes. 


Are not the exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes the eg of che Droue 


. Nature? 


And what can be the means to mallify 
and melt the Obdurate Heart of Man, t 
overcome it into the Love of God, 
transform it into the Image of Chrift: Bor 
the Goſpel Diſcovery of God S own b grace 
| ons and Holy Nature. 3 
_ 

When the Bleſſed Spi pirie brings in Goſpel 
Truths in their M living Principis in- 
to the Heart, then we Live, and the Wurd 

lives in us: The Heart and the Word a 

8 2 1 


1 (24) 
The One. was in a dead frame; the Other 

lay in a dead Letter: Bur now, Both. d6 

Live together, and agree with each other. 


The Senſe of the Soul, is the Senſe of 
the Word: And the Senſe of the Word is 
the Senſe of the Soul: They both mean 
the ſame Thing —— They fall in with each 
otherz They Dwell together in Wiſdom 


and Spiritual underſtanding: There is but 


one Spirit between Them: What One ſays, 
the Other does. 


This is Regeneration, to make our Hearts 


thus to agree with the Word, by caſting 


them into the Mould of the Goſpel. 


— Theſe happy Birthe feel a Divine Liber- 
ty within their Sone unto the Farber of 
| pirits, and 

tellectual En 


Enjoyments: 


Where the Myſtery of Chrift is opened, 


there is the Urvailing of God, that He 
may be ſeen in the Light of His own E/- 
ſentia! and Eternal Glories, in his own 


proper and ſweet Form of Love —— wn- 
mit, unlimited —= — 
Thus He appears in the Face . 


poſſeſs a noble Sphere of In- 


a 
1 
1 
[ 
I 
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(25) 
ſon of Chriſt, who is the Godhead in its 
Eſſential and Eternal Image —— and who | 
comes in the Spirit of the Goſpel, full we 


Grace or Love, and Truth. 


This Gloriow Appearance is the Proper : 
Idea of the Human Spirit, and its moſt in- 
ward and inſepara ble — 


The Eternal $ pirit is the imward For- 
mer and Workman of the impreſſed Like. 


neſs. 


Therefore among Chriſtians, who enjoy 
the Benet of * Goſpel. Revelation, in 


which Men may behold themſelves, as One 


may his Natural Face ina Glaſs; How high- 


ly ſhow'd this — be Priz'd, — 


how fully attain'd ? 


The Goſpel diſcovers, at the ſame time, 
te News of aa of a Mars e pi ar 
e ans of attaining a true iritual 
Comlineſs. | : 7 


ut. 


What a aue Tem; ment, what 8 m. 


It is, it ſelf che ds of Leto , 
the Divine Image and — upon — 


(26) 

tual Delight — = we ate 35 
the good impreſſions of Living Religion, by 
which we both pleaſe God and profit our 
ſelves? ng 


For hereby we get inward acquaintance 


with our Bleſſed Lord, the quickening In- 

fluences of Hit Spirit, and a Spiritual Hun- 
ger after the Heavenly hidden Manna, and 
the Fruits of the Tree of Life, which will 

* us really and habitually Good and 
Holy. 


What a Sox! then has that Man! who 
can ſupply all with a thin ſuperficial ſhew 
of Devotion, in the bowing of an Hypocri- 


tical Knee, and the labour of a buſie Tongue, 
and it may be to promote his Secular In- 


Is it a Wiſe Proviſion for Eternity? To 
be Religious only by Tides, to have only 
the waterings of a Flood, whoſe Streams are 
ſoon ſuck't back _ nothing's left, 
but a black, ill-ſcented' Mud. 


No wonder, if they 


hy. taſte little of the | 
Delights of Religion, who take no heed to 


their Spirits — Who nevertheleſs know, 


chat ſuch a Curſe is upon the Nature of | 
855 e . Man, | 
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| Man, as is upon the ground, which was 


Curſt for his Sake, that it brings forth Log 


rurally Thorns and Thiſtle, Ge 


See how neat the Gardens are and * 
riſhing — 


What! the Soul of Man, che only neg- 


lected ins. AS if. no body own'd | ir. 


(28) 


Sec 
556 


SECT. n. 


Examine your ſelves — prove your own ſelves . 


herber Chriſt be in you? — 


T the Entrance into this great work of 
1 Self-acquarntance; my Sou! trembles 
within me, Athe' I have done it an hun- 


| Therefore let me intreat you, not to trifle 


away an odd hour in the peruſal of what's 
here laid down'— But reſerve it to ſome of 


your retired Thought e, and ſevereſt Me - 


ditat ions So you may, by Gods Bleſſing, 
find ſomething to ſtrengthen your Hopes in 
Chrift, and to increaſe · j gur future Care and 
Diligence, and love to Uprightneſs. 


Whoſ⸗ bever then, he be, that profeſſes him- 


ſelf a 22 and thinks himſelf verily to 
be ſo, 


d yer hath not the Love of Cbriſt 
0 1 e bs Feſus 


ay tt rs 


never to have been born, 


i 


| 


 » 
Feſus kindled and ſettled in bis Heart, is in 
a moſt dangerous State. 


Whoſoever hath not embraced Grift Feſus 


with the ſweeteſt Union of real Love, hath ' 
no part in Him, — therefore all the Curſes 


of the Law ſtand in full force againſt him. 


Gal. 3. 10. Curſed is every one who continu- 
eth not in all things, which are written in 


the Book ofthe Law to do them. ” 


O then bow inflaitely accurſed are all of 


us naturally, who on the contrary, have con- 
tinued in the Violation of all _ which 


are written 1n- it. 


1am "ICY that there is no Man ſo 


hard or ſenſeleſs of the miſery of being tri- 
ed by the Law, without any appeal unto the 


Goſpel, but in his ſerious hours, when God 
ſhall in ſome meaſure awaken his Conſcience, 
he will confeſs it had been berter tor him, 
n, then that God. 
without the Mediation of his Son, ſhou'd 


call him to a punctual account for the molt 


2 part. of his Life. 


"Mar ** can a Man have to comfort 


and ſecure his Soul in theſe ſad Meditations, 


bur this, that God is — 1 
| * 


(30) 


ful, inſomuch, that He ſent his own Son to 


redeem us from the curſe of the Law, and to 


be made a curſe for us, Gal. 3. 13. 
Theſe indeed are heavenly Conſolations, 


and ſuch as never fail thoſe who are rightly 


qualified for them: But now they belong 


not to ſuch as love not Chriſt Feſus, to ſuch | 


as know not how to value, and worthily e- 
ſeem, the glorious Purchaſes of Hrs Paſſion. 


Its true, God is merciful, infinitely above 
all finite conceit, but ſo is He juſt too. 


Magnify his Mercy as long as you will, 


you can never do it enough: But when all 


is done, you may ſay as much for his Ju- 
ſtice; as St. Paul, Rom. 11. 22. equally ad- 
mires the goodneſs and ſeverity of God. 


Whoſoever he be then, who looks for 
Mercy from God, without Chrift, who only 


hath ſatisfied his Faſtice, dreams not ſo 
much to find God merciful; as to find him 
unjuſt. = | 


Can any Man be ſo preſumptuous, as to 


hope to fare the better for Chriſt, who ſees 


nothing deſirable in him? 
| Who 


a 0. bs 
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Who is ſo far from counting all things 


| dung, that he may win him, as St. Paul did. 


How many now a-days even prefer dung, 


the muck, and Vanities of this World be- 


fore him? 


Is it likely, that he ſhou'd have any relief 
from the Goſpel, who is ſo far from counting 
all things loſs for the Excellency of the Rnow- - 
ledge contained in it, as St. Paul did; that 
that he can taſte no ſuch excellency — that 
he ſhou*d looſe one farthing, forbear one 


Pleaſure, or forgo one Vanity for it. 


Our Saviour himſelf, Marth. 10. 37. er- 


preſly tells us, He that loveth Father or Mo- 


ther more than me, is not worthy of ne that 
is, whoſoever loves, what He hath beſt re- 
ſon to love in this Life, more than his Savi- 
aur, is not worthy to have any Benefit by 
Him, to have any ſhare in his Merits. 


| What think we then, can they expett from 
Him, who are ſo coldly affected towards 
| _ prefer every triſte before 


All the Promiſes of God i» = in Chriſt 
. „„ 


(32) 


Jeſin) are ved, and in bim Amen, that is, | 


ſure and infallible — Bur. ſtill - in Chri/t 
Jem. e 


And what is this to any Man, if He him- 
ſelf be not in Him? And how can He be in 
Him? But b 
ſo loving Him. 


The fad accurſed Eſtate of the Falſe- heart - 
ed Chriſtian, who preſumes upon Chriſt — 
whom indeed, He hath nothing to do with; 
will more affright him; if che would but con- 
ſider it, in other Men. N 


Who is there amongſt us, but will much 
pitty and bemoan the lamentable Condition 


of the poor Iadiant, and other Savages of 
the un-chriſtian World, whoſe Souls are 
. over-clouded with the blackeſt Miſts of Irre- 


ligion, that the Prince of Darkneſs can poſ- 
fibly wrap them in; who come into the 
World, knowing not wherefore, and go out 


of it, dreaming not whither z but live here 
a- while, without God in the World and 
then go to the generation of their Fathers, 
where they ſhall never ſee the Light, — to 


uſe the words of the Pſalmiſt 


A heavy Caſe indeed, beyond all oy 


y being a New Creature, and 


* 1 r or * 


WS 
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per” 
— 


kel 1 . U 


* Fe oy mall ſta 
' the Mercies of Chriſt, be is in as bad a Caſe 
as the ſillieſt Indian — I mean, in reſpect of 


3 


AB) 


on of a Tragedy, and which cannot be ſyf- 
ciently bewaild, wich many, Tears: 


But now, whoſoever he be, within the 


Paradiſe of the Chriſtian Church, who hath 
nothing to diftinguiſh him from theſe miſe- 
table Wretches, but his outward canformi- 


ty to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the place, 


Where he lives — Who hath nothing to 


move himſelf : a Chriſtian; but outward 


| quay = the Charity of other Men, 83 
dis own light Ie 


Whoſoever he be, that th not as yet 
eſpied ſomething in Sit e/as, fo amia- 
ble, as that in, earneſt it may challenge his 
1 all the rear and Plea- 


the World 


We na that Man, vihalboter he be, may 


85 keep his Moans and Tears for himſelf It's 
his own Caſe. | 


For, forthe. keen, until the Spirit of 
him unto more Senſe of 


\ the World: to 15 For in this Life, , the 
«moſt h fechbling, Chriſtian i pf 
many ect Ble Mae 5 . - 


1 
to carry about with it, from Country to 
Country, by which it civilizeth and poliſh- 
es the moſt rude and barbarous Nations. 


But for the Joys of Eternity, what better 
claim can he lay to them, than the wild 
American? s ; 


He hath liv'd indeed where he hath heard 
much talk of Chrift, of Redemption, and rhe 
glorious li of the Sons of God: But 
what's all this to him, who could never re- 
liſh any of theſe things, who never took 
them to heart, never could find any ſweet- 
neſs in them? We muſt not think, 


Infidels, exempt us from the rigour of the 
Lew, and entitle us to Chriſt — No ſuch 


Chriſt came to bis own, but bis own recei- | 
ved him not, ſaith St. John: Were his own | 


then ever the better for him ? Not a whit. 
Our Saviour whilſt he was 


that li- 
ving within the Air of the Goſpe/, amongft 
Churches and Bibles, can Lift Arif us from 


the Jews, John 3. 40. tells them, Te will | 
not come unto me, that ye might have Life. | 
He was come unto them, but they would 


Altho? | 


Ol let us reverence, 
the Son of God: Leaſt by his anger we pe- 


(3s) 


Altho' Chrift viſits us never ſo frequent- 
ly, if we welcome him not with that joy, 


with which Zachews once did, tho' He paſs 


never ſo often by our Hearts, if we invite 


Him not in, and get Him to ſup and 
ſtay with us, we mult look ro get no more 


by Him than thoſe unhappy Heathens, who 
never heard of Hzs Name. 


Outward Priviledges advantage a Man no- 
thing in Chriſt Feſas, unleſs he be ſo ſenſi- 


_ bly perſwaded of thoſe Miracles of Compaſ- 
| ben which Chrift hath 


performed for his 


Soul, that upon this 


Univerſal Obedience unto his Will. 
reſpect 


riſh from the way; from what way? He 


perſwaſion he thinks he 
can never love him enough, and therefore 
ſubmits his whole Sow! unto Him in an 


and embrace 


himſelf is the only way unto his Father, 


to whom zo Man cometh but by bim, as bim- 
ſelf tells us in the Goſpel. 


Whoſoev therefore ſtands off from Chriſt 


im, by the choiceſt twine of deareſt af- 
fection, muſt a out of the way 


Jiu, and Arives not to be united unto 
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(36) 
to Life; and ſo continuing. ſtill in his Sios, 
erpect all the Curſes of the = to fall 
upon him. 


I be Law was our Schuol. Mete to ting 
ws to Chriſt, to amaze us with the terror of 
our Sins, and to make vs feel what need 


we have of a Saviour, and having one of. 
fer'd us, to lay faſt hold or Him, whatſoe- 


ver. it coſt qs, and to prize him above all 


the riches in the World. But if the Law 


— prevall, we muſt continue ander its 


los true, iar 417 E Farb | die we are 
10 longer under a School-Mafter : But, if 


this Faith which is inſepatably join'd with: 
love never cone, we are ſure ro ſinzrt "TR ir 
thro? all Eternity. | 


One would "_ there n no more 


to be ſaid, to prove him he moſt miſerable, : 


who loves not Co 'Feſ; 44. — ſeeing his Na- 
ving no part in Him includes more . 
— terrors, than it's poſſible for the Brain 
of any Man to ſhape the Ideas of. 


And here you muſt be told, as ben 
doom as it is, that whoſoever he be that i 


Catechiz'd and * up i in the Chriftian 


Fro: 
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Profeſſion, and yer doth not heartily and ſin- 
cerely affect Chrift 7eſzs, beſides all the 
curſes due unto his Sins againſt the Law, 
he treaſures up unto himſelf a far more 
compleat Vengeance — for his diſeſteem and 
contempt of the Goſpel. MO, 


Tis true, that God ſent not his Son into the 
World to condemn the World, but that the 
World thro) him might be ſaved Yet it fol- 
lows in the next Verſe, He that believeth 
not is condemmd already — Condemn'd — He 


believeth not— Why? The Law hath ſuffi- 


ciently condemn'd him — True — but now 
God offers him a Pardon by--his Sox ro ex- 


empt him from Condemnation, which ſeeing 
he refuſes, or cares nor to accept; God will 
ndr, not omy have the former Condemna- 
tion to continue its force againſt him, but 


will load bim with another more heavy, 
which" ſhall nevet be revers'd by any Par- 


m_ 


4 This is the Condemnation, that Light is 


come into the World, and Men love Dark- 
neſs rather than ght —This is that great 
and final Condemnation, which can never 


be remirred, as chat of the Law may, for 
Chriſt is come into the World, bringing Re- 
demption with him — But if Men 


are ſo 
title 


. . 

little ſenſible, ſo cool in the concern and 
had rather continue Satans Priſoners ſtill, 
than come forth into His marvellous Light. 


Tl bis neglett, this deſpifing of Chriſt Fe- 
ſu and his Goſpe! will make em compleat- 
ly Anathema Maranatha, 


| Becauſe, (if we are not entirely incorpo- 
rated into a before we are ſnatch't om 

of this Life) there remains henceforth no 

more Sacrifice for Sin; but a fearful expe- 

_ Qation of Judgment, Heb. 10. 26. 2 


Ik you demand the reaſon of all this 


It is becauſe the not laying to Heart 
what Chrsft hath done for us, and the not 

receiving Him, being offer d us, with the 
_ thankful Affection of Love and Reverence, 


unmixed Delight, and compleat Content in 
Hin — is the higheſt diſhonour, and baſeſt 


indignity, - which can be offerd by a finful 
Man to the molt bleſſed and glorious Tri- 
fo | £ 
As to the Father, whoſoever ſets Light by | 
Hit Son doth moſt impudently | 
doch His Wiſdom and His Goodneſs. 


The 
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The contriving of Man's Redemption by 
the Death of his Son in the fulneſs of time, 


' and now reveald to us, is the reſult of the 


infinite, boundleſs Wi/dom of God Bleſſed 
for ever; whereby Ze purpos'd to get him- 
ſelf far more glory, than He did by the 


| Creation of the World — When by a De. 


liverance ſo ſuperlatively admirable, He 
ſhou'd both fave Mankind, and aftoniſh it. 


This is that, for which the Goſpel is ſo 


often calFd the Wiſdom of God unto Salvation. 


Ibis is that Myſlery of Godlineſs -— 


- Which is great = by the Confeſſion of all 
without | VVV 


7 
This is chat illuſtrious Myſtery of Selve- 


tion, which the Prophets enquird after, and 
ſearched diligently (with the Angels) to 


look into. 


_ Laſtly, This is that Wiſdom of God, which 


hath ſuch curious Variety in ir, Eph. 4. 10. 


Well then, to come to the point, when 
the time is'come (as it is come to vs, who 


live in thisblefſed Noon-ride of the Gęſpel) 
chat God reveals to any Man zhis aftoniſhing 


y- 


(40 
Myſtery of His infinite Wiſdow — When He | 
pleaſerh to ſhew any Man how admirably 
Hie hath contriv d his Salvation for him, by 
ſending his own Son to ſatisfy his Juſtice, — 
and therefore expeQts abundance of glory by 


If that Alan now created by God, that he 


might applaud and enjoy his leſſer works of 
Creation, ſhall behave himſelf ſo ignorantly 
and ſtupidly — that he, forſooth, can ſcarce 


have patience to take a full view of his 


Glorious Son, in the Light of the Goſpel, 


if he can eſpy there, no ſuch Wi/dom in the 
contrivance of his Salvation as may raviſh | 
h wonders as may withdraw 
om S. S. W. W.—0 Sirs, this 


him N 
his Mind" | 
zs an indipnity to the glorious God the Fa- 
ther, beybhd all expreſſion of mortal elo- 
quence. . 5 


Whoſoever ſets Light by Chrift, under- 


values the Goodneſs and Mercy of God. 
The Father from everlaſting, beholding 


Mankind in the ugly maſs of Corruption, 


thro their own wilful Rebellion knew He 


muſt be juſt, and yet deſid to be merciful 


And when nothing might make theſe two 


ſtand together, but Satisfaction \from One 


as 
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1 
| as infinite as Himſelf, that He might comhend 
hi Love to u, He reſolv d not to ſpate rhe San 

20 Love — But to ſend him in ſt militgde i 
Jinful Fleſh, to undergo that heavy 
for us — preſuming, as it is in he Parable 
| that howſoever his other Meſſengers” ha 
d but ill in the World, yet his Soz—the 
vir ſhoud be entertain d with Reverence. 


- "0. WE OOO OY 


O then! can we imagine with whathelliſh 
— they even defy the Love of God | 
who look fitangfly-upbn hi 

| Son 10 88 end cara 
| as if there needed not to i th 
| r rn 
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"7, | faith our Bleſſed Sauio Fae 15. 13. 
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Pr mi ar I Eydt n 
15 . thy „ — "Yew? in that thou 
1 vouch⸗ 


FD neee 


W n | not ho- 


* e 


ſafedſt f. * * ke ſuch 
vondch or our ſakes to take ſwch a 
Life; which thou migh teſt lay "ng 


* Vater, how the Son of God" out of | 
meer Obedience to his Farher, and i 1 Com- 
=} unto us, enptied himſelf of the tu- 
bis Diety, . in the form of a Ser- 
want Aa bimſelf to the death, even be 
1 3 5 ah of the a 
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| gic-Fable created n the Slngnhae 


That Man's ing#atitude is, more 


the mgſt piercing ini 
ſeſt ſpißht that's poſh 
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Rem 1. ay, that all this Was but 


1 


What we Had deſerved, and therefore we ma 


well ſuppoſe Him with pitiful moans cryin 
out unto us upon the Croſs in che mpani 
language of Peruſalen, Lam. 1. 15 Is it no. 


thing to all you that paſs by! bebo{d and ſee +, - 
| if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sogrow. 8 


Nom Sirs, whotherer he be that hath read 
or hearff all theſe things ſo punctually ſdt 


down in the boly Scriptures, that he hath 
had bis Saviour hes 1 ucihed I bis 
eyes, and believes this Hiſlggy, Ang Vet can- 
not bleed within, or weep. 

Sins, which werg the cauſe alas 
be mov'd to more tender Pale 


"In. 


*# 
2 
& 


Queſtionleſs that Min a 4 - 1 
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fel amo 


to the Lord of Cum. 
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pain. 


unto Chrift Jeſus, than all rhe Thorns were 


— ig #5 Head, aud wounds him more deep- 


ly. the Nails did bis Hands and Feer— 
efore we cannot imagine a ligiter 
ue to hifi than Anat hema SR. 
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For b. ' his vile negleft of that Dea of 
high | Sins, as well as any N 
were 4 cauſe— He — of 

„Murther of the Son of God: pul ot ts | 
ho Un of Ob 7 gy as bm 0 hes, the 

afreſb, put im to an open 

* * ſhame — Heb. 6. 6. * 

4 2 

- Ye Gentlemen G 2 75 * en- 

you to read our: great Ape Ft. Pau! 

e times, and to pray for the Ble/- 
ſed Spirit to he in you the Spirit of Wiſdom 


and 22 ohthe Myſery of God — the 
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$4 wb) £ 10 read St. Paul without | 
nd feeling ſome degree of | 


"+; 


Th - Laſtly Whofere OY the Go 
J 2 Ek not in earneſt love Chri A 


vexes and grieves the third erlon 
"hel FN the Holy Spirit, whoſe chief | 
- ,, unte the Lobe of Chriſt, 


{s here below is to work our Hearts | 
5 _ match between Him and ja. ul. 


3 «And gig one reaſon, why * 
1 * * * 


Wo a | * 4 2 ” ' ſpread it ſelf N | 


to ſolligit the | 1 
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f (45) 
being to leave this World, ſpeaks {0 mu ck 
F in St. John of what the Comforter ſhou'd 
1 | do for Him after his departure. "Mi : 
1e ; » 


* 


IT: be - >" A at | 4 | 
e, He ſpill teſtify of me: He ſhall glorify 
e «me: Read 40. our Lord's Val iftory 8 
n ters in St. John 14. 15, 16. a 2 


© Whoſoever then makes the Hol Spirit 
n- to labour in Vaig, not ſuffering his perſwa- 
ul Afions wp make any or, — upon his Heart, 
or get thence any Glory for Him, whoſe 
m Agent He is: But thinks *tis enough to be 
he calld a Chriſtian rathes than a Jew—In 
+ what a fit of diſconten 


| bat a chafe 
(may we think) doth that Jend, or ra- 
ut | ther drive away wa ee ys *** 


ou 4 ind 7 
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| 4 4 i. 
| CJ God as faithful, ly 1 "by 1 FFT 
unto the Fellowſhip of h 
our Lord, 1 Cox. 7. 9. This we 
A flerywhich was hidden from Ages and Ce- 
e- nerations, in which God would malt known 
on the riches of bis Glory — which Holy Men , 
ief | for many Ages ſaluted afar off, and rejgiged 
rts | to ſee, and which the Angels themſelves 
| . define moſt heedfully to prie into but of - © 
| chal Heavgnly places, beholding in the 
+ irch the manifôld Wiſdom * —_ 7; 
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This being ſo, nn is admitted to 
ſee, what is ihe Fellowſhip + t Rey, 


which from the beginnin rid 
bark been hid in God— If he bs Fs * 


up with admiration of it, that — in- 


to a loathing of all his former Happineſs in 
compariſon of this; if at the ſight of ſuch 
4 concdurſe of Wonders, he be fo. raviſh'd 
out of himſelf, that he cure not what be- 
comes of what be moſt doted on before, 
ſo that he may get his part in that Fellow. 
ſhip: Such a one is worthy of Chriſt, becauſe 
2 gives God that — which * meant 
to procure, Heh, | 


Now Now alt + + 
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not dne the Go- 
rſelves by groſs Conceits 


* 1 


Let a Abo before hand, what muſt 


of neceſſity be reſol vd upon, if we will fol- 
. low * — to ny _— — 


Coun es for any Man, to o get : 
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+ It will not ſtand either with, 


_ excellency in them, beyond all His temporal 


22 
4 
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| (4) 
geceive thoſe Favours, which we hope for. 


It may ſo happen, in many Caſes, where- 


in we muſt either deal diſhonourably with 


our Saviour, or break Squares with the Men 


of this World: In this exigency, ' is re- 


quir'd that we run the hazard of any Mans 

ur, or of our Lives, that nothing may 
interrupt our Obedience unto Him, or inter- 
cept the Light of his Countenance: So ſhall 
we keep our ſelves in a plac'd, well tem- 
per'd contentedneſs, upon ſhort warning, to 
part with all things, to be ſure of rhe azz, 


that is, Chriſt Jeſus, in whom we are ſure | 
to find (with an infinite Over. us) whatſo- 
ever we looſe for his Sake. $$ 


or Wiſdom of God the Father, "WrJoole the 
Glory of his Everlaſting Mercies in his Sor, 
by conferring them upon ſuch, as. do not 
perceive and acknowledge ſome Wwtripihg 


—— 
It js uſual | with God, in his general Pro- 
viggpce, to heap his Temporal favours up- 


Mach, as never think of his Love in deal- 
ing thus Bougtifully with them; Bur the 
Walon of that is, becauſe He can tall them 

3 ions 


1 


in again, Of bl (48 * hi Plea 
Or blow upon at his 

; — Tho He get The Glory fox His Mer- 
cles, whith He bellows them, as Bleſſings — 
9 W. by 


| turning them into Curſes. 


But His Everlaſting Mercier, thoſe riches 
of his Love in Chriſt, He uſerh not to part 
with them, 10 eaſily. 


He lets not ther zo ont of his Hinds— 
But by his Miniſters, He Proclaims and 


Dy the infinite worth and value of 
Tha if any Man be ſo taken with 


the he ive of them — > for Joy, He goes 


2 ſells all that be hath to buy them, and 


- Then God 1 — ee an 
verlaſting ret 
of Promiſe; —— gives Poſſeſſion of ot 
the day of bis Death, when all other Pollef- 
fions leave him. — . 


Wn Bleffangs. 


al. . i . a« bu 4 £ 


— IIs: 1 ' | 


You ſee upon 1 5 
een; 


I we have Me. 57 | 
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the Goſpel, never 
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| Feſus our Portion; If we have been io feel- 
ingly affected with his Favours, that now 


with the Spouſe in the Canticles, we are 
even Sick with Love of Him: If, as St. Paul 
prays, we are ſo rooted and grounded in Love, 


| that with a conſtant Reſolurion, we prefer 
the Intellectual Pleaſures which flow from 


his reconciled Countenance, before any thing 


| elſe wharſoever. 


O then! we may hug our ſelves, as Men 


over-joy'd: For as ſure as God is God, all 


his rich Promiſes in Chrift Feſus ſhall be yea. 
and Amen unto us. ; 


: But, if thoſe Heavenly Raptures and glo- 
rious Trances of {ſweeteſt intercourſe between 


. Chrift and our Soult, ſound as Phantaſtick 


or ſeem to us, as Embuſiaſtick 

Fits: So that, we ſtupidly content our ſelves 

with an empty Profeſſion of his Name, and 
heartleſs — the outward garb of 

ſtriving either to expreſs, 

or to feel the inward Power and Life of it: 


I fay, if we ſo go on, in a heavy, dull man- 


ner; never Retiring unto our Saviour, but 
in ſome Melancholy Moods, which we are 
quickly weary of, — O! then, we moſt 


| mocked, He requirech Truth in the i ad 


Parts, 


(50) 
Parts, and the exaQteſt kind of Love, that 
can be imagin d. _ 


The Sum of Chriſtianity is to ſhew, how 


miſerable we are by Sin, and how Happy | 
we may be in Chriſt: If then, upon due en- 


quiry, we find in our ſelves a tender, affecti - 
onate apprehenſion of our infinite deſerved 


Miſeries, and his infinite undeſerved Mer- 


Cies; ſo that we are wrought upon to a con- 


{tant, even, univerſal Reſolution of pleafing | 


Him in all things, at all times and in all 
Companies, with a diſ-efteem of whatſo- 


fort your ſelves in your real Love to Chriſt 
Feſus. 5 


But on the contrary, if we lock into our 
Hearts, and ſearch into our Soul, and there 


find no Sacred fire upon the hearth, bur all 


cold and uncomfortable — this is an un- 


ever is honourable or pleaſant in the World, 
in Compariſon of Hzs Favour, and have a 
continual Hunger and Thirſt after more 
ſenfible Communion —— I ſay, if upon 
ſtrict Examination you find in your Souls 
theſe good diſpoſitions, you may com 


and | 


: 


happy Caſe: 
Yet you may be ppy in this at preſent, 
that you know the worlt of your ſelf, 


may 


| 
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(51) = 
may if you will, look out betimes for an 
effectual Remedy. 

Chriſtianity is no ludicrous, or jeſting 
matter to profeſs Chriſt is the moſt ſe- 


| rious Bufineſs in the World; therefore que- 
ſtionleſs there is a great deal more in it, 


than the generality think. 


Let us moſt ſeriouſly confider, how Chriſt 


| Feſws, out of the abundance of his Love, 


with which He lov'd us (thoꝰ Enemies) ſhed 
his precious Blood to waſh away thoſe ſtains 
from our Souls, which make us loath our 
ſelves, thro* the guilt of Sin — * 


Having then our Sowls attentively fixt up- 
on theſe things: Let us betake our ſelves to 


earneſt Prayer, and with ſtrong Cries and 
Groans importune the Spiri of Grace to 


_ enlighten the Eyes of our Underſtandings, 
that we may be able to comprehend with all 
| Samts, what 3 the bre 
| and beight and depth —— and to know the 
Love of Chrift, which paſſerh knowledge, 


hb and length, 


Eph. 3. 19. 


| Do this, from your Heart, and continue 
in it a- while, with an eager Patience —— 
then I dare tell you, * you feel a ſtrange 


alteration 


C7 

alteration in your ſelf; that you feel not 
one fingle commotion only in your Soul, 
but a throng of Paſtors, and the diſcovery 
of ſome /atent Powers never before known — 
then will you get an enlarged Mind, and 
begin to grow acquainted with thoſe warm 
Affections to Chriſt Jeſus, which Holy Men 

have felt in all Ages, and ſtrivd to expreſs 

to others, but could t. 


The greater Sinner you have been, the 
more will you lay about you, with Tears 
of Sorrow, and Tears of Joy; and in a holy 
kind of fury, ſtrive to love much, becauſe 


much is forgiven. - 


Now, you will plainly ſee the difference 
between one Profeſſor and another, and 
what a deal of Angelic-comfort you have 
loſt, while a ſtranger unto Chriſt and true 
Chriftzanity. © „ 


But having got through theſe cloudy ſcuds 
of Penitent ſadneſs, and recover d the Light — 
you'll rejoice (as the Wiſe Men did when 
they found the Star) with exceeding great ſoy, 


and follow on thro' thick and thin — rhro' | 


all Difficulties and Oppoſitions whatſoever, 
till you come to ſee your Saviour, as He is, | 


in incomprehenfible Spirador and Glory a- 


nile 


Dr 


0 Q eGQ@ 


"TC 0 wo" 1 


_ 7 
mongſt infinite millions of glorified Saints 
and Angels —— = 


Beloved, building up your "nag" on your 
moſt holy Faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 
keep your ſelves in the Love of God, looking 
for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt unto 
eternal Life, Jude 20, 21. 
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SECT. III 


$a 


LIE 


Some Rules whereby we may Adorn our Souls, 


rectiſy our Reaſon, and Square our Acti- 


ons, which are the moſt defirable things in 
the World. = 


Bur there are ſo many, who mind not 


thoſe things, which are above, beyond | 


or without hays. dreading a change from the 
courſe of Natare, that * 
their Ignorance, and ſo 


of their Souls, by limiting their deſires after 


Worldly things that is very — 
to others. 


Nevertheleſs, let it be your main ſtudy 


and endeavour to pet the 1 of your 
| Mind, more W 


me fond of 
w in the Powers 


* 
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For *tis to be ſuppoſed, ſome Holy and 
Spiritual Principles are already implanted 
in you; But that is not enough. 


For in whatſoever degree the Mind is 


Carnal or Worldly, it will im a proportion- 
able degree, at leaſt, withdraw from God 
and Heaven. : 


While any Earthly Tin@ure is freſh with 
you, and fixes impreſſions upon your Spirit, 


od, 
many excuſes will be found, and manifold 


Diverfions ſought, to hinder its Spiritual 
Communion. 


Therefore fence againſt the addiftedneſs 


of your Hearts to thoſe Other Things: And 


carefully watch and fortify the znlets of 
_ _— 


Truſt not your Sex/es and their Object 
to Farley: But under ftri& Inſpection. 


Never ſuffer it, that they ſhou'd let in 
upon you, what is ſuitable and grateful to 
them, at their own Pleaſure. 


Yowll need to have a Spirit of might and 
Power, that may countermand and over- 
rule in every of thoſe Ports, and * ors | 

2985 1 N attle 


Battle in the Gate: Thoſe uſe to be the 
Places of moſt ſtrength; and ſurely here 


there needs moſt. * 
| 2 3 

The preſent Ciſe, and preſent State, ca- 
not admit, to give up, unſolicitous, to Plea: * 


ſure in the belt Objed. | | 


ou Omit Care and Vigilatq, youll | 
Raf ſuch Things come in upon you, as | 
wel corrupt and ſpoll all your Divine Plea | 


ſures. | 


Therefore mix with your ourwant Can: 
cerns, an Holy Care, rather than Si 1 Vani- 
fy; That tends to preſerve you, Ibis utter- | 
| Iy to deſtroy. * 


This Preſent Stæe, being that of C | 

and Warfare: Tis better to bear the incon- 
veniency of Watching, and Guarding, to en- 
Joy a Rational Safety, and ſecure our Spiri- 
rual Treaſure; than throw our Gates, 
and permit all our delectable Things to the | 
rapine and ſpoil of Mercileſs Enemies. 


Therefore firiftly Guard all the Avenue: 
of your Inward Man. 


You'll find ir more eaſy to keep, than 
drive, our. Let 


SDG ene 


2 


2 — : 


= 


Determin d, what is to be entertain d; 


9 


| down, and without Walls If you will 
| live careleſs and indulge Sloth — you! ſoon 


E: clinations of a meaner — without break- 
| * * 


(37) 
Let a Spirit of Wiſdom and Jud 
ee you, 2 88 


confi- 
der 1 Exomin all Cap es of Bufineſs, and. 


Object: Here put em to a 
till you 3 wiſely and deliberately : 
and 


what not. 


But if you will bave no Rule over your 
own Spirit: But let it be, as a City broken 


find crouds of i 


Thoughts and fool- 


im Obel preſs in, and make you become. 


impure Ec. 


Here let ins op this Note, to prevent 
Danger —— You 7225 obſerve 


ae 
1 Dien in in od. al Ce 12 
| often in the gratification of the er Part 


Ae a 
, 2 thern in, s ow, 
Rules and Laws ſet a em: And in thoſæ 
Bounds there is 2 


for the Satisfaction of Sober Deſires and In- ; 


y, how God 


The 


(PV). 


The very Rules themſelves of Temperance = 
and Sobriety, which God hath given us; 
For the guiding and governing of ſenfitive 
| Defires, do plainly imply, that they are 


Permitted. 


For that, which ought not to be, is not 
to be Regulated, but Deſtroyed. 


But the keeping within Bounds, and the 
ſtrict Obſervation of ſuch Rules, as limit the 
Inclinations and Functions of the low Ani- 


mal Life, may very well confiſt with our | 


Spiritual Life, and their high” Enjoyments, 
and be made Subſeryient ro them. 


Our great care and ſtudy muſt be to re- 
preſs and mortify all earthly and ſenſual in- 
_— unto that Di a as to be re- 
duc'd to a conformity an agreement 
with the Dion Rule and Meaſures. 


. 
ted from unbecoming Vanities and earthly 
See then to the uſual Temper of your Spi | 
rir, and do nor think it enough, that you | 
„ 
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Renewing Change did ſome time or other 


' paſs upon you: And that therefore your Cuſe 


is good and ſafe, and you may | zow | rake 
your eaſe and liberty. A 


Be intent upon growing in Spirituality, 


and to get into a confirmed State. 


Labour to find, that you are in your or- 
dinary Courſe, after the Spirit; then will 
you, ſavozr the things of the Spirit: And 
then eſpecially with the Bleſſed Lord of 
Liſe himſelf become your great Deligbt, and 


your exceeding Joy. 


Retire your ſelf much from this World; 


| draw off your Mind and Hearr. This is 


God's great Rival. The Friendſhip of this 
—— i enmity to him: So is a Carnal © 
Mind. 45 


Converſe with the Word of God — Read 
his deſcriptions of Himſelf: Don't content 


| your ſelf to have the Words and Fxpreſſions 


before your Eyes, or in your Mouth : Bur 
make your pauſes, and confider the Things 
themſelves fignity d by them; -— And la- 


bour to fix the apprehenſion and true umport 
. 2 or} the Divine expreſhons deep in your 
| Ad 


H 2 Abore 
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Above all, Pray earneſtly and continually 
to the God of our Lord Feſas Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of Glory, that He would give the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the know- 
ledge of Him, Eph. 1, 2, 3d. Ch. 
From ſuch as ſo defire to know him, He 


will not conceal himſelf. This is fo/lowing 
on to know tbe Lord. | CS 


Make this your Mark and Scope, that the 
| temper of your Spirit may be ſuch, that 


the ſecret of the Divine Preſence may be- 


Element ; where- 
in you can molt freely breathe and live, and 


come to you, as your very 


be moſt at caſe, and enjoy your ſelf. | 


And why ſhould this Temper of Spire, | 


in the clear Light of the Goſpel be 1 


upon as unattainable? Lazinels, a pretence 
to Humility, and an affected Modeſty, not 


fle all uuly noble and generous Deſires. 


Think how unworthy it is, ſince you have 
Faculties, and noble Powers of Soul— (and | 
thoſe now renew'd, refin'd, and improvd 
by Diuine Light and Grace,) capable of be- 
ing employ d about ſo much higher * 
— 7 reg ny * "hs | 


a= a 


\ finement in ſo low and mean things. 


| limited within the narrow Bounds of this 
| Sublunary World? 


„ 


(61) 
than thoſe of Senſe, to yield *em to a Con- 


Why ſhould your Mizd and Thoughts be 


Urge on 
the inviſible 
fition — Pray alway $— And the Divine Spi- 


pour Spirit, make it enter into 
orld, with an Heavenly diſpo- 


rit will not be — if duly ſought, - 


and dutifully comply'd with and — d. 


Keep your diſtance from ſuch things, as 
any way Indiſpoſe your Spirit, or render it 


| leſs ſuitable to 2 Converſe. 


Carefully our ſelf, as one,  whow 


ir, | the Lord * ſet apart for himſelf Pſal. 
| | 4 Jo 


— ourſelf as ſome way 2 in- 
g to the Bleſſed Society in — 2 gr" 


— Affairs thereof, 2s b te of your own 


Country, and that properly belong to you. 


| Surely Faith and Refify'd Reaſon, well. 
usd, x Mar furniſh us with regular and 
yarrantable Notions enough. A 


There- 
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Therefore &zfign a large Field for your | 
Thoughts and Contemplations. Think how | 


all things ſprang from 6, and among 


them, Man — that excellent part of this 


lower Creation: Think, what He was to- 


wards God - and what He is now become — | 


Think of the admirable Perſon, the glo- 


rious Excellencies, the mighty Defign, the 
wonderful Atchievements and Performances 
of the Bleſſed Redeemer: And the happy If- 


ſue He will bring things to, at length. 


Think of, and ſtudy much, the Nature, 


Parts and Accompliſhments of the New Crea- 


ture: Get your Mind well inſtructed and | 
turniſhed with apprehenſions of the whole 


entire Frame of that holy Rectitude, where - 
in the Image of Chriſt upon renewed Souls 


doth confilt: And of the ſeveral lovely Or- 


naments of the Inward Man. 


Caſt about, and you will not want mat- 
ter of Spiritual Employment and exerciſe. 


And if you wouꝰd thus uſe your Thoughts, 


and thus daily entertain your ſelf, you may 
expect a Spiritual Frame of Mind to grow 
Rs * 


Life | 


1 


all Things — 


(63) 


Lift up then your Mind above our Sen- 


ſes, and all ſenfible things; and frame No- 


tions of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Fuſtice, Holi- 


neſs, Truth, Power, with other known Per- 
Jecfiont, all concurring in a Being purely 


Spiritual, and the Author cd Original of 


Do you perceive Liſe,Wiſdom, Power, Love, 
in other Beings; theſe muſt all have ſome 


Fountain 


Then conſider, this is He from whom you 
and all things ſprang, and in whom your 


| Life is, and all your glorious Hopes. 


Your illuminated Underſtanding with the 


Divine Gift of Faith, duly exercis d, will 


render you as ſure, as if you ſaw with 
your Eyes the unbounded glory, in which 


| all theſe meet; and will aſſure you too, 
tis ſo much the more excellent and glo- 


rious; for that, it cannot be ſeen with 


| Your Bodily Eyes. 


Read in the Word of God, His deſeripti- 
ons of Himſelf, that He is the Lord, the 


Lord God, graciou and merciful = Read in 
dis on Holy Book, that Be is Light, He is 
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Love, He is God only Wiſe, He is the A. 


mighty, God All- cer, and that the Hea- 
22572 Heaven of Heavens cannot con- 


tain Him. 
Whilſt 3 in this filent, humble Adoration, 


— your waiting Eye, and your invi- 
ting Sou to admit 2 4 Liebt, and 
enlivening communications, which when re- 
ceiv'd, you'l find your Defires panting with 
Love, breathing forth in ſoft accents of Pray- 
er, all its Wiſhes, Moans and Cries: Then 
will you draw forth abundant effuſions — 


in receiving. 
Foy of your 


If Gol be the Solace and 


Labour to turn all your into A- 


tion of your working th 


n 
ntual dependance on God, 


10 


vou) feel ſome Vital Beams of Light pene- | 


And petceive the Bleſſed God takes more 
| ag - ty in inning, than you can Pains 
leaſure MT 
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five Life, and ins Los - the Agita- 4 
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ence and c CODCUITENCE , to the maintaining 
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| Nor ought you to Gig, 'that 
needful is not to be had? * 


He is ever mindful af His PEERS . 
will nog, famiſh ge Sozls tat cry to Him, * 
and wait on Him: Their Hedrts ſhall live 
_ Wn? ſeek Gol— 8 
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I Ken 


1 7. a 
Heart with all Diligence, fort 


our? intdard e 
out o 1 


the iſſues of Life ; "Al Vital Eriacipler — 

 lbedgd chere, oy weaſily from om 
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Shall I let Sin, the Tormenter of my Sop!, Ha. 
rob me of the 12 of my HRiritua! 
fe. Oh! look up, and Pra down the 
uickening influences of the Blefſed Spirit, 
EIT and gladneſs may — your 


* 4 


' Exerciſe woutlel unto Godlineſes 1 Tim. 
4. Turn the Powers of your Sou to God: 
A the ſevexal Graces 5 mans 


** — 
. mate ſalf to NN —— with 2 1 
=, be - Juſt N, over your | 

ty” „ ST 1. 
8 rn Paſſitns pol fo [ 
2 gane 24m under a due reſtraint; $0 
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to be moderate in u Deſires and 
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* , ings, & 
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1 


. d to noe only a amg, box 
| a mean and uggrotthy thing, for any ad- 


1, ; vantage. 

d \ _ Palifthus thro the World; and you look - 
r, | ſomewhat like a Chriſtian indeed: * 
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But dd Tos retur ninto the Spirit, the | 
Boſom of Feſws, to be RE One Spirit 
with Hin, then you are tr Bleſſed. 


The Defice of the Fleſh to ſet up its 
et, berrays rhe —— to Loſs. . 


What Gain is ic $0 207 One to poſſeſs a 
1 in all, the Pride, Power, and Plea- 
ſure of the Natural IMage, which is ty, 
Firſt Creation? — 


If in the mean time He DA . the | 
Spirit. 2 


ure Loſs is it! to = kept from Dying 
Feſb, for Chriſt, Tr = dying with 
When you L Riſe again in 


1 


Khe utter exringuiſhipg” of all thoſe Opg- 
* of fig 
as Life to 


aſon, Which . | 

„been as Peet, 1 TR 
. 

n 


ly, and ſpring up afreſh about you, 
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Natura! Powers, all your Worthy Works 
ſhall follow you, thro? that dark en- 
trance of the Crues Mouth , (which is 
Death) into the large Field: 'of Iamorta- 


from a Root of Eternal Life, and Plea: 
fares. 


4 


Now | you ſhall ceaſe from all your 
Labours, 15 the Change of your Nature! 
Mage: And what before food upon a 
falt of Vanity, Trouble and Mortality, 
ſhall attend you, and be bright ned with 
| your nem Appearance in the CERES I- 


nage. 


You read of New T 
New Earth, wen Des Dat * 
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We may perceiv 


tural State of Man, both gs 
© Eartbly. * 
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"The 1 in the illuminated un 5 
derſtanding is 5 gef Truth, the ſhi- | 
ning forth of God, in the Face of yes | 


|, : Chrift. . 1 


In inſeriour 8 Reaſon, 

Will, A felons, Fancy, Imagination, &c. | 
2 Wherein alſo the Vigor of Chrift's Spirit 

is diſcern'd, yet 'tis .thro* Clouds and 


S 


Miſts within us. 1 
E Hence are apt to ariſe various Norion- 
5 and Forms, by which too orm and 


ſtape 


their a prebenſions of Goſpel-Truths, . 
* cheſs ar e 


P. * 
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h weight upon them; 
are not the 3 
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are Te mple 
Fe 1 
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«bb not therefore too fond 7 nike"; „ 
Fiow Notions and Opinions in which you 
conceive af 7eſws Chrift —— When He à- 
lone is the only Treaſure in them. 


What Compa ariſon 18 there 
=== of Tub, and che 


Pp 
4 


our 


1h ir 1 55 | 


„* 


e Notions, the Opinions of, Truth 
| * are One with WO are Our 


on — 


The Trarb it ff is God, tl Excel 
Len and His Power. 5 


So much weight chan 
our Opinions gof Truth; 
take m Truth it ſelf 5 
— God. aur . ** 


A 


Underſtinding here below, fn 
tikrefore our 


2 
ee of e, „ae 1 
aus of Gab Ye. | 


Our 
mg 
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as th are in themſelves, becauſe 
bo XY A great” mari Earth- 


Not 2: 
we te 


Y 


. 80 — impoſſible 
L *ſhou'd form any glear 
6. Underſtandings: Becauſe our Un- 

| ' Gerftandings are Earthily,' full of Fapours 
and thick Mifts, in hich all our No- 


1 Spiritual Trath * 
ion of it ſelf 


— 


3 tiont of Chriſt, YE of Hir Truth are W“ 
. form d. 8 ” E 1 . 
Truth is Heeenh and Divine=Grear | 
a God is. | 


E | 16. wid God Full 
a 3 


e ooffble is it? to wepreſent & 


8 1 Pit. 6f Under ſtandings f 


mY * 


e apprevend Our" Sg 2 
. | ing: 1 6 Ef of 1 
„„ thi or cath 
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ont and Notions they are Natural: Therefore 
its impoſſible for any Not ion ot Opi- 
nion to give you the full Truth — But = 
that little which we have, muſt be re- - 3 
ceivd .in many broken Nations.” | 


* 


How. Vain is it then, for ane bs 
too Confident ? 0 Wy , ; 


Rather take heed of over · valding * 
Notions of your own, or under yaluing 
2 Notion of Truth , which another Man 
| hath, and you have not 5 


* my ., you; b e 
F Tra in your Nations — Perhaps another 
Aan hd: another Piece, in is Nations: » 
For Truth can appear in 

ons ns N * 


7 MS BREE. Bf 


* 


* 

4 

2 

E Ki as Greandff \ 

Jos Mi, that He 3 

1 4 and all all Condizians, and yet | i 0 A, 
| if | fame 1 in dne _ of them I. K 

„ oh there. * 5 

20 er. 


| . 


. 
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** Mo 
One Man cſtcereth one day before a- 

mot Another eljeemeth 

ke e theſe are contrary ; yet both 


may 
fat a Sypritual Sacrifice to 


"Two Naints may have the ſame Spiri- 
wel Senſe of efus Chrift , and both of 


*em may expreſs it fo contrary, as hard- 
ly ro bear one with. another; till they 
come more inwardly to feel the ſame 


and the various glmprove 
k Attainments bat 


5 


ky is A le for * „ ſet. bounds | 
*ro Spiritual” Things: To ft 2 chat Spirit 
i We eg, or = . is 2 


7 4 : « a 
. | ; » | 
n . - 2 * — 


every day a- 
the ſame aim, — him = 


— 2» 
. 


and Experience, the ſame ſweet- | 
reg bath. _ their Hearts, 


growrt . — Mind? And to ander- 
= Z | 
ually DKi- 


righter. 
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Regenaratod , Souls, continually DAE 


forch few Streams —— 


It may pleaſe God, and often, doth, to 


communicate 5 piritual and Heavenly Trea- 


ſure — molt richly, to weak and ſhallow 
Mind. 


„ 


How frequently doth it comg, to paſs, 


that a poor Man of low Undgſtanding, 


all whcſe Opinions of God and of "Feſws 


Chrift are but weak and low, and his 


Notions dark, mixt with a great deal of 
Droſs and Ignorance: — Yet in theſe w 

low and dark Notions of his, He poſſeſſes 
Jeſus Chrift more fully, He enjoys the 


Vi®ons and Viſſtions of Gg in 2 


more abundantly and ſweerly ,--than 
Man, whoſe Options are ſo 
and whoſe Ne Hons n 


We cannot * abe uh, 
45 ic they 


OI ON ſon of all this is 


8 wen 12 tis not the Veſſe! that 
kes r but but. che Tree u is 


oy 4 


| Age, we me or a 


* 


* — ; P 


+ 
& ho 


— State 6 Se 
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DE 
pearances too in our Unlcrſtandings, they they 
are umpegtett. 


1 our Pr 
- Chriſt in our apprehenfions, — 


bur broken things. 


When ſu Chrift ſhall come in his 
own 'f and ſhall make our Natural 
Underſtanding wholly Spiritual : Then all 


the Notions, all the Opinions and all the 
Forms, 


by which we have received Him 


hecyings, all the 88 5 


hs ad. 


hitherco, _—— and be 20: mare: 1 
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there is no more any Cglour; all are loſt: 
in the greater 


Such are the Breakings forth of Fefus 
Chriſt in Us; while our Und 


are partly Natural, partly Spiritual. 
There will be Variety of Clan, in Va- 


riety of Notions and Opinions; — But as 


the Colours grow brighter and 
fo theſe Notions and — w 
clearer. 


il ee ter, 
And when the Divine 


| Like ſhall ſhine 
forth fully, and in Porfettion , then all 


theſe 2 of Opinions ' and Nations ſhall 
Vaniſh, and be quite loſt for Ever. The 


Euſbion of this 4 orld a 


The Body we now wear doth * ; oy 
differ from the Body which eg * 
when Perſed in, Glory : Than alt 
otions, Opi Forms and Mo 

the $ . bright * 
which ſhall * 


ber 2 Lal thi . el G 
the Children of G Gol fal out and Quar- 
R 


2 a 


* 
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ruth, 2 


ben in the ane; of Opi ions all all | 


may polleſs the ſame 
ol reaſure, 


That which Unites Chriſtians is Spirit 


and Subſtance, in which They ſhall live 
and dwell rogerher for ever. 


Haft thou Reaſon to think, that the 


Subſlance of Truth, the Lord Feſue, 


ons may be, then Love him? 


when he was reproach'd by his Friends : 
—— Well, f. 
all 7 9 inions and Notions are as con- 


trary to Truth, as may ge, yet you ſhou'd 

fay, ſering 1 the Root A in bim 3 let | 

we * : 
Bleſi be the n of our Lord 


of Happineſs, and all true 74 
and "Bleſſedneſs. not in any thing hat 
Ours, but only in Upmjelf. 8 


Por if it were Opinions , or outward : 
Forms, upon which the Peace of Chrj- : 


flians 


> 


dwells in any Man, "whatever his Opini- 


| This i is that, that holy Job freaks: = 


ys he, grant all this, that 


Jeſus Chrift , who 22 all our 


e 


. 
ians depended : — Then happy were 
— Man, that had the greateſt Wir , 


that was the Learned'ft Scholar: For 0: 
pinions are Nature's Model, in our Ur- 
derſtanding, by which we rake in Spiri- 
tual Things, and therefore are advanc d 
by Natural Excellencies. ; 


But fince Chrift alone hath the pure | 
Life of all in his own Perſon: Let us \ 
Bleſs the God and Father of our Lord 

| Feſus Chriſt, who often leaves Men 


—— — — — 


with bigh Notions (having too much 
üght of their own) in the Dark: 
And I/laminates the Poor and low. capa- 
citated. 


Bs ige Veſſels 0 away « empty, while 
| re ones are BP. — ill . Foy of 
| God overflows. 


© d Truth is better Wien! =. 
it unfolds it ſelf in the purity of Mens 
Hearts and Lives, than in all th- / ſub- 
tile Niceties into which the curioutly 
L.. ned may lay it for ch. 


| 5 Our Bleſſed Saviour . 


the great Maſter 
-4 it, while He was here on Harth, 
1 not. draw it 9 any Ne or 
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Body —— neither di His Diſciples after 
him. 


Hie would not lay it out to us, in 
any Canons or Articles; not being fo 
careful to ſtock and enfich. the World, 
with Notions und Opinions, as with true 
Piety and 2 Goa-like Pattern of Purity, 
as the belt way to thrive in — Spititu- 
al Underfianding. 
Hi, main Scope was to ptomote an 
Holy Life — He hangs all true ac- 
CG with Divinity, upon the do- 


ing God's Will, If any Wan will do Hi 
W111, be ſhall know of the Didlrine, whi- 


ther it be of ( God. 


This is that alone, which will make 
us, as St. Peter tells, rhat we ſhall not 
be barren, nor unfruitful in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour— 


Now, if Men had but that genuine * 


tint and naturalneſs of Soz! towards 
God, and all Divine Things, which is | 
Eſſential to, and inſeparable from the 


Neto- Birth. 'in its moſt Infant State 


If any Spiritual Senſe and Savour Z 
They wou'd be very flow to Plug 2 1 
Judg- 
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Judgmenr, or pronounce a Sentence up- 
on Perſons or Principles, in Spiritual 


Matters. 


St. Paul cautions Us, 1 Ci. 4. 5. 
To judge nothing before the time, un- 
til the Lord come — io has no where 
 1o depured this Ofzce and Work ro any 
Perſon, or Company of Perſons, 2s to 
alienate the Digniy and Glory of it from 
= FEE 


Whoſoever then Perſecutes or troubles 
the Spiritual Believers in Chrift, neither 
knows Chriſt, nor the true Chriſtians, 
1 John 3. 1. Theref»re the World Rknow- 
eth us not, becauſe it knew him not. 


There is nothing more ſneaks the ab- 
fence ot Cr and his 5 *, than. that 
haſty, raſh, bold Fs ene ind Cenjuring 
one another, wnich every where abounds - 


in the preſent Chriſtian Charches. 


But on the contraiy, what an inward 

ſweetneſs and deiicicifiicl's is there in 
D:vine Truth, ſuch as nv Senjual, World- 
ly Mind can taſte or reiiiſh. 1 


1 Therefore He that will find Truth, 
„ 9 muſt 


(84) 
muſt be a diligent purſuer after it 
He muſt ſeek it with a Free and San- 
Qtify'd Mind; and with fervent and con- 
ſtant Prayer to the Bleſſed Spirit 
ſo ſeeking, He ſhall find; Nay, He ſhall 
live in Truth and that ſhall live in 
him — It ſhall be like a Stream of 


living Waters — iſſuing out of his own | 


| Soul. 


He ſhall drink of the Waters of his 
own Ciſtern, and be ſatisfied — He ſhall 
alſo find every Morning, Heavenly Manna 
lying about his Sou, and be fed with it 
to Eternal Life. | 


Thus being in Conjunftion with the | 
Truth, He will find a feeling Satisfaction 
within, in his own Soul. | 


\; Then ler all the World Diſpute againſt 


Oh! Let Us labour to expreſs the 
Love, the Life of our Bleſſed Lord — in 


Ours, 


et us dye to the World, before we | 


Die: Let us ſeparate our Souls from our | 


Bodies, and all bodily things, before the 


WWW 
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time of our Separation comes Leaſt 


Death with all his Terrors ſhou'd be re- 
veng'd on us, for all our follies and 
neglett. | 


I beſeech you now, (as my Farewell) 


| let us have a care of the conſuming Fires 
of Contention and Anger: And let us beg 
to be Inſpir'd with ſuch a benign and 


kindly beat, as may Warm, but not Scorch 
From ſuch a Temper of Mind will re- 
ſulr great Serenity, Quiet and ITrangui- 


n 


But without benignity of Mind, Chri- 
ſtian kindneſs, and Charity Trath it 
ſelf is in a Faction, and Chrift is drawn 
into a Party. a 


FINIS. 


The Second Part 7 it pleaſe God) will 
be a Draught of the New Creature in 
Cbriſt, with all his lovely Features and 


Ornaments. 
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